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Dear participants,

We are pleased to welcome you to the Oeschberg 
School of Horticulture, where a peaceful and rural en-
vironment with beautiful parkland invites you to both 
learn and relax. 
The vocational competition is intended to be a cheerful 
coming together of work and leisure. Your contacts with 
other young adults with similar professional interests 
are fascinating, although the language barrier will be a 
particular challenge. The vocational competition is not 
intended solely to demonstrate tenacious professional 
ambition, however, it should also encourage your abili-
ties to work together, build teams and understand each 
other. Of course high rankings are wonderful, but your 
participation should be more important than the tenths 
of a degree which will separate you in the standings. 
Nobody can dispute the experience you will gain from 
this vocational competition. This competitive platform 
is, however, your best opportunity to expand your own 
networks, to develop your portfolios and to make use of 
the international contacts available.
I wish you all the best, and hope that your expectations 
come to fruition.

Peter Stadelmann
President of the Swiss Young Gardeners Association

Dear young gardeners,

04.08.2014 marks the beginning of an exciting time for 
your professional future: you are participating in the 
7th EU Vocational Competition (BwB) at the Oeschberg 
School of Horticulture in Switzerland, helping to deve-
lop the structure of Europe. The European Competi-
tions help to bring Europe closer and closer together, 
and the European aspect of vocational training is beco-
ming ever more important. 

We would like young gardeners to drive and help to 
form Europe. Within this large group of like-minded fel-
lows, we want you to have fun, find new energy and de-
velop your abilities to successfully accomplish tasks in 
national and international teams. We especially want to 
give young gardeners in our partner schools the oppor-
tunity to develop an understanding and a tolerance for 
diversity. We want you to discover your cultural interest 
in Europe, and we want to encourage it. We want you 
to learn with, from and in other structures and foreign 
cultures. This is a new type of learning that has become 
vital in our current multicultural society.

Johannes Peperhove
Chairman of the Association of European Gardening Teachers 
and initiator of the EU Vocational Competition
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discover.

learn.
experience.Day 1 (Monday) • 4th August 14

Individual journey of the teams

18:00                    Teamermeeting
19:00                    Opening celebration

Day 2 (Tuesday) • 5th August 14

07:15                    Teamermeeting
08:00 – 09:30       Opening celebration
10:00 – 12:00       Working international
12:00 – 13:30       Lunch
13:30 – 15:30       Working international
15:45 – 18:00       Floristry work national
18:30       Dinner
20:00       Teamermeeting

Day 3 (Wednesday) • 6th August 14

08:00 – 12:00      Landscaping work, first national group
08:00 – 12:00       Ornamental plants, second national group
12:00 – 13:30       Lunch
13:30 – 17:30       Landscaping work, second national group
13:30 – 17:30       Ornamental plants, first national group
18:30       Dinner
20:00       Teamermeeting

Day 4 (Thursday) • 7th August 14

08:00 – 17:00      Excursion (Swiss specialities)
17:00                     Teamermeeting
18:00                   Final evening

Day 5 (Friday) • 8th August 14

         Breakfast
                               Individual departure of the teams

Welcome to the Oeschberg, the green heart of the 
Canton of Berne; of Switzerland as a whole even.

Our School of Horticulture provides basic training for 
landscape gardeners and ornamental plant gardeners as 
well as advanced training for landscape technicians. Our 
modular offers also allow you to train for any position, 
from gardening overseer to a master gardener.

You, the youth of Europe, will enrich our school, our 
park and our region for a week. The Oeschberg School of 
Horticulture in Koppigen is pleased to welcome you and 
to host your competition. Many of our employees will 
be supporting you throughout. We look forward to it!

You will be gauging and comparing your skills and abilities 
in a friendly gardening competition, creating a wonder-
ful example of European cooperation. Give your best, 
and don’t forget to enjoy our park and beautiful hilly 
landscape with all of its peculiarities. A trip through our 
region, whether to the Jura or the Emmental, is always 
worth it. We hope you enjoy your experiences.

Roland Binz
Director of the Oeschberg School of Horticulture
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